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Step into the captivating world of Old Ideas for New World, New Ideas
for an Old World: Roma Sinica, an erudite and inspiring work that
delves into the intricate tapestry of Chinese and Western cultures.

Authored by renowned scholar and sinologist Michael Pollak, this thought-
provoking book offers a fresh perspective on the dynamic relationship
between these two ancient civilizations. Pollak draws upon centuries of
scholarship and extensive field research to illuminate the profound impact
that Chinese ideas have had on the West, while simultaneously exploring
the reciprocal influence of Western thought on China.
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Old Ideas for New World, New Ideas for an Old World serves as a
bridge between cultures, inviting readers to traverse the intellectual
landscapes of both China and the West.

Pollak traces the transmission of knowledge and ideas across continents,
highlighting the role of trade, migration, and cultural exchange. The book
delves into the fascinating stories of Jesuit missionaries who introduced
Chinese thought to Europe in the 17th century and the influence of Chinese
philosophy on Enlightenment thinkers like Voltaire and Rousseau.

Conversely, Pollak examines the impact of Western science, technology,
and political ideas on China, particularly during the late Qing dynasty and
the early 20th century. He explores the complex interplay of tradition and
modernity as China grappled with the challenges of modernization.

Unveiling Hidden Connections

Beyond its historical scope, Old Ideas for New World, New Ideas for
an Old World unveils hidden connections between Chinese and
Western cultures.

Pollak uncovers striking parallels in philosophical concepts, literary genres,
and artistic styles. He demonstrates how the Chinese notion of "qi" (vital
energy) resonates with the Western idea of ether, and how the Chinese
landscape painting technique of "shan shui" influenced the development of
impressionism.

Through meticulous analysis and thought-provoking anecdotes, Pollak
reveals the deep-seated interconnections that have shaped the intellectual
and cultural landscapes of both civilizations.



A Timely and Relevant Read

In today's increasingly globalized world, Old Ideas for New World,
New Ideas for an Old World is a timely and relevant read.

As cultural boundaries blur and the interconnectedness of nations becomes
more apparent, Pollak's work provides valuable insights into the power of
cross-cultural dialogue and the importance of understanding different
perspectives.

By fostering a deeper appreciation for the historical and intellectual
exchanges between China and the West, this book encourages readers to
embrace cultural diversity and seek common ground in a rapidly changing
world.

A Masterpiece of Scholarship

Old Ideas for New World, New Ideas for an Old World is a masterpiece
of scholarship that combines meticulous research with an engaging
and accessible writing style.

Pollak's deep knowledge of both Chinese and Western cultures enables
him to present a nuanced and balanced perspective. The book is enriched
by a wealth of primary sources, insightful case studies, and thought-
provoking interpretations.

Whether you are a scholar, a student, or simply a curious reader seeking to
expand your intellectual horizons, Old Ideas for New World, New Ideas for
an Old World is an indispensable resource. Its pages offer a transformative
journey that will deepen your understanding of the complex and ever-
evolving relationship between cultures.



Embark on Your Own Journey

Embark on a journey of intellectual discovery with Old Ideas for New
World, New Ideas for an Old World: Roma Sinica. Delve into the
fascinating world of cross-cultural exchange and uncover the hidden
connections that have shaped our shared history.

Free Download your copy today and begin a voyage that will broaden your
perspectives and enrich your understanding of the human experience.

Available in hardcover, paperback, and e-book formats.
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Visit our website or your favorite book retailer to Free Download your
copy.
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The financial services industry is constantly evolving, and with it, the risks
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