
Metaethics and the Grounds of Moral Feeling:
Unraveling the Foundations of Morality

The realm of metaethics delves into the fundamental nature and basis of
morality, examining the very foundations upon which our moral beliefs and
judgments rest. In his groundbreaking work, "Metaethics and the Grounds
of Moral Feeling," the renowned philosopher Simon Blackburn embarks on
a captivating exploration of this enigmatic subject matter. This
comprehensive article delves into the key themes and insights presented
within the book, shedding light on the complexities and intricacies of
metaethics.

The Enigma of Moral Motivation
At the heart of Blackburn's inquiry lies the perplexing question of moral
motivation. Why do we experience certain actions as morally right or
wrong? What drives us to act in accordance with moral principles, even
when they conflict with our own self-interest? Blackburn postulates that
morality cannot be adequately explained solely through rational reflection
or empirical observation. Instead, he argues for the existence of a
distinctively moral motivation, an intrinsic sense of right and wrong that
guides our moral judgments and actions.
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Grounding Moral Feeling: Intuitionism and Naturalism
Blackburn examines two prominent theories that attempt to account for the
grounds of moral feeling: intuitionism and naturalism. Intuitionists maintain
that moral truths are self-evident and can be apprehended intuitively,
without relying on external sources of authority or justification. Naturalists,
on the other hand, contend that morality is grounded in natural facts or
properties, such as human well-being or evolutionary fitness. Blackburn
subjects both theories to rigorous scrutiny, highlighting their strengths and
weaknesses, and ultimately argues for a hybrid approach that combines
elements from both perspectives.

Metaethics and Everyday Morality
While metaethics delves into the abstract foundations of morality,
Blackburn also explores its implications for everyday moral experience. He
emphasizes the importance of understanding the subjective and emotional
dimensions of moral judgment, arguing that metaethical insights can help
us navigate the challenges and complexities of practical moral decision-
making. Blackburn challenges simplistic notions of right and wrong,
demonstrating the fluidity and context-dependency of moral values.

Moral Relativism Reconsidered
One of the most contentious issues within metaethics is moral relativism,
the view that moral truths are relative to cultures or individuals. Blackburn
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engages in a nuanced discussion of relativism, acknowledging its seductive
appeal while ultimately arguing against its foundational claims. He
contends that morality possesses a degree of objectivity and universality,
grounded in shared human experiences and values, even amidst cultural
and contextual differences.

The Quest for Moral Knowledge
Blackburn concludes "Metaethics and the Grounds of Moral Feeling" by
reflecting on the nature of moral knowledge and the challenges of
establishing moral truths. He argues for a tempered epistemology of
morality, acknowledging the limitations of human reason while emphasizing
the possibility of genuine moral progress. Blackburn emphasizes the
importance of ongoing dialogue, critical reflection, and humility in our
pursuit of moral understanding.

"Metaethics and the Grounds of Moral Feeling" is an essential read for
anyone seeking a deeper comprehension of the foundations of morality.
Blackburn's profound insights and rigorous analysis provide a thought-
provoking framework for understanding the complexities of metaethics. The
book challenges simplistic views of right and wrong, highlighting the
nuanced and often enigmatic nature of moral experience. By exploring the
grounds of moral feeling, Blackburn illuminates the intricate interplay
between reason, intuition, emotion, and social context in shaping our moral
beliefs and actions. This seminal work invites readers to embark on an
intellectual journey that will forever alter their perspective on the very
nature of morality.

Alt Attributes for Descriptive Images:



Image 1: "The Enigma of Moral Motivation" - A depiction of a
perplexed individual grappling with the complexities of moral judgment.

Image 2: "Grounding Moral Feeling" - A graphic representation of the
interplay between intuitionism and naturalism, exploring the
foundations of moral values.

Image 3: "Metaethics and Everyday Morality" - A photograph of people
engaged in moral deliberation, highlighting the practical implications of
metaethical insights.

Image 4: "Moral Relativism Reconsidered" - A cultural mosaic
symbolizing the diversity of moral beliefs, illustrating the complexities
of relativism.

Image 5: "The Quest for Moral Knowledge" - A group of scholars
engaged in intellectual inquiry, representing the ongoing pursuit of
moral understanding.
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