
Post Lacanian Psychoanalysis: Literature and
Film Literary Criticism and Cultural Theory
In the realm of literary and film criticism, Post Lacanian Psychoanalysis has
emerged as a transformative force, offering a profound lens through which
to explore the intricate workings of the human psyche, cultural phenomena,
and the complex interplay between language, desire, and subjectivity. This
article delves into the depths of Post Lacanian Psychoanalysis, unraveling
its theoretical underpinnings and showcasing its transformative impact on
the analysis of literature and film. We will embark on an in-depth
exploration of the key concepts, influential thinkers, and groundbreaking
applications of Post Lacanian Psychoanalysis, illuminating its unique
contributions to our understanding of the human condition and the cultural
landscape that surrounds us.
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Post Lacanian Psychoanalysis finds its roots in the groundbreaking work of
Jacques Lacan, a French psychoanalyst who challenged the traditional
Freudian framework. Lacan's theories revolved around the concept of the
unconscious as structured like a language, emphasizing the role of
language and desire in shaping human subjectivity and experience. He
introduced the concept of the "mirror stage," arguing that individuals
develop a sense of self through identification with others, leading to a
lifelong quest for recognition and desire. Lacan's emphasis on language
and the symbolic Free Download has had a profound impact on literary and
film criticism, providing a framework for analyzing the intricate interplay
between language, subjectivity, and meaning-making.

Key Concepts

The unconscious as structured like a language: Lacan's central
thesis that the unconscious is structured not like a collection of
repressed memories but rather like a language. This implies that our
thoughts and desires are shaped by the symbolic Free Download, the
system of language and culture that surrounds us.

The mirror stage: Lacan's concept that individuals develop a sense of
self through identification with others, leading to a lifelong quest for
recognition and desire.

The gaze: Lacan's term for the way in which we are always already
being watched and judged by others, leading to a sense of self-
consciousness and a desire to be seen and recognized.

The objet petit a: Lacan's term for the object of our desire, which is
always elusive and unattainable, leading to a sense of lack and
dissatisfaction.



Influential Thinkers

Post Lacanian Psychoanalysis has been shaped by a diverse array of
influential thinkers, each contributing their unique insights to its theoretical
framework and practical applications. Some of the most prominent figures
include:

Jacques Lacan: The founder of Post Lacanian Psychoanalysis,
whose groundbreaking work laid the groundwork for this transformative
approach.

Julia Kristeva: A Bulgarian-French psychoanalyst and literary critic
who expanded on Lacan's theories, focusing on the role of language
and subjectivity in cultural production.

Slavoj Žižek: A Slovenian philosopher and cultural critic who has
applied Post Lacanian Psychoanalysis to a wide range of fields,
including film, politics, and ideology.

Judith Butler: An American philosopher and gender theorist who has
used Post Lacanian Psychoanalysis to explore the performative nature
of gender and identity.

Applications in Literature and Film

Post Lacanian Psychoanalysis has had a profound impact on the analysis
of literature and film, providing a rich framework for interpreting the
complexities of human experience, desire, and the cultural landscape.
Some of the key applications include:

The analysis of subjectivity: Post Lacanian Psychoanalysis offers a
sophisticated understanding of subjectivity, exploring the ways in which



our sense of self is shaped by language, desire, and the symbolic Free
Download.

The interpretation of desire: Post Lacanian Psychoanalysis provides
a nuanced framework for understanding the nature of desire, its
elusive and unattainable qualities, and its profound impact on human
behavior.

The analysis of cultural phenomena: Post Lacanian Psychoanalysis
has been applied to a wide range of cultural phenomena, including
film, literature, art, and popular culture, offering insights into the ways
in which these cultural products reflect and shape our desires, fears,
and anxieties.

In literature, Post Lacanian Psychoanalysis has been used to analyze the
works of authors such as James Joyce, Virginia Woolf, and Samuel
Beckett, exploring the complexities of their characters' inner lives, their
struggles with identity, and the ways in which their desires are shaped by
the social and cultural forces that surround them.

In film, Post Lacanian Psychoanalysis has been applied to the works of
directors such as Alfred Hitchcock, Stanley Kubrick, and David Lynch,
examining the psychological underpinnings of their films, the ways in which
they explore themes of desire, trauma, and the uncanny, and the impact of
the cinematic medium on the viewer's subconscious.

Post Lacanian Psychoanalysis has revolutionized the way we approach the
analysis of literature and film, providing a profound and transformative lens
through which to explore the depths of the human psyche, the intricacies of
cultural phenomena, and the complex interplay between language, desire,



and subjectivity. Its theoretical underpinnings, key concepts, influential
thinkers, and
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