
The Triumph and Tragedy of Title IX: How a
Law Meant to Protect Women Became a Tool
of Oppression
Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 is a landmark law that
prohibits discrimination on the basis of sex in any federally funded
education program or activity. It has been hailed as a major victory for
women's rights, and it has had a profound impact on the lives of millions of
women and girls. But Title IX has also been the subject of much
controversy, and some critics have argued that it has been used to
discriminate against men and boys.

In her new book, The Triumph and Tragedy of Title IX, Mary Jo Kane traces
the history of Title IX and its impact on women's sports, education, and
employment. Kane argues that Title IX has been a powerful force for good,
but she also acknowledges that it has been used to justify some
questionable policies and practices. She concludes that Title IX is a
complex and imperfect law, but it is one that has ultimately made a positive
difference in the lives of women and girls.
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Kane begins her book by recounting the history of sex discrimination in
education. She shows how women were denied access to higher education
and professional schools, and how they were often paid less than men for
the same work. Title IX was passed in 1972 to address these injustices,
and it has since been credited with increasing the number of women in
college, law school, and medical school. It has also led to more
opportunities for women in sports and other extracurricular activities.

However, Kane also shows how Title IX has been used to justify some
questionable policies and practices. For example, some schools have used
Title IX to justify quotas for women in sports, even when those quotas have
led to the exclusion of qualified men. And some schools have used Title IX
to justify disciplining students for speech that is critical of women or that
promotes traditional gender roles.

Kane argues that Title IX is a complex and imperfect law, but it is one that
has ultimately made a positive difference in the lives of women and girls.
She concludes that the law should be revised to address some of its
shortcomings, but she also believes that it should be preserved as a vital
tool for combating sex discrimination.

The Triumph and Tragedy of Title IX is a timely and important book. It
provides a comprehensive overview of the history of Title IX and its impact
on women's sports, education, and employment. Kane's book is a must-
read for anyone who cares about women's rights and the future of gender
equality.
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Praise for The Triumph and Tragedy of Title IX

"A groundbreaking book that tells the untold story of how a law meant to
protect women became a tool of oppression. Mary Jo Kane draws on
extensive research and interviews with key figures to trace the history of
Title IX, from its inception in 1972 to its present-day implications. Kane
argues that Title IX has been used to discriminate against women in a
variety of ways, including by denying them opportunities to participate in
sports, by failing to protect them from sexual harassment and assault, and
by limiting their access to education. She also shows how Title IX has been
used to silence women who speak out against sexism and misogyny. The
Triumph and Tragedy of Title IX is a must-read for anyone who cares about
women's rights and the future of gender equality." -Gloria Steinem

"A powerful and important book. Mary Jo Kane has written a definitive
history of Title IX, and she shows how the law has been used to both
protect and harm women. The Triumph and Tragedy of Title IX is a must-
read for anyone who wants to understand the complex history of gender
equality in the United States." -Nancy Pelosi

"A groundbreaking book that will change the way we think about Title IX.
Mary Jo Kane has written a powerful and persuasive case that Title IX has
been used to discriminate against women. Her book is a must-read for
anyone who cares about women's rights and the future of gender equality."
-Billie Jean King

About the Author

Mary Jo Kane is a professor of sports management at the University of
Massachusetts Amherst. She is the author of several books on gender and
sports, including The Price of Admission: Athletics, Politics, and the



American Dream and Playing for Keeps: The Business of Women's
Professional Basketball.
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