Unlock the Wisdom of Revolution: Common
Sense, Rights of Man, and Other Essential
Writings of Thomas Paine
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With an Intredoction by Sidney Hook
and a Foreword by Jack Fruchtman Jr.

In an era of profound societal upheaval, a voice emerged that ignited a
spark of revolution, forever altering the course of human history. Thomas
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Paine, a visionary writer and philosopher, penned a series of
groundbreaking works that became the catalyst for independence and the
embodiment of democratic ideals. "Common Sense," "Rights of Man," and
other essential writings form a timeless collection that continues to
resonate with truth, reason, and the indomitable spirit of liberty.

Common Sense: A Call for Revolution

Published in 1776, "Common Sense" was an instant bestseller, selling over
100,000 copies in its first year. It was the spark that ignited the American
Revolution, galvanizing colonists to embrace their independence from
British rule. Paine's straightforward prose and unwavering logic shattered
the prevailing notion of hereditary kingship and divine right. He advocated
for the sovereignty of the people and the establishment of a republic based
on the principles of self-governance.
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Through powerful rhetoric and irrefutable arguments, "Common Sense" laid
bare the hypocrisy and tyranny of the British monarchy. Paine denounced
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the corrupting influence of the aristocracy, exposing the gap between their
lavish lifestyles and the plight of ordinary citizens. He argued that the
people had the natural right to alter or abolish a government that was no
longer responsive to their needs.

Rights of Man: Defending the Principles of Liberty

In response to Edmund Burke's defense of the British monarchy and
aristocracy, Paine wrote "Rights of Man" in 1791 and 1792. This seminal
work expanded upon the principles outlined in "Common Sense,"
elaborating on the fundamental rights and freedoms of all individuals. Paine
asserted that these rights are innate and inalienable, bestowed upon every
human being by nature itself.

"Rights of Man" became a rallying cry for reformers and activists across
Europe. It influenced the French Revolution and inspired the adoption of
the Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen. Paine's words
provided a powerful framework for understanding and defending the
essential elements of a just and equitable society, including the rights to
life, liberty, property, and freedom of speech.

Additional Writings: Pillars of Democratic Thought
Beyond "Common Sense" and "Rights of Man," this essential collection

includes Paine's other foundational writings, such as:

*"The Age of Reason": A scathing critique of organized religion,
emphasizing the importance of reason and free thought.

* "Agrarian Justice": An argument for the equitable distribution of land
and resources, advocating for the eradication of poverty and the



establishment of a society based on social justice.

* "Letter to George Washington": A poignant letter written from prison,
offering a candid assessment of the challenges facing the young American
republic.

The Legacy of Thomas Paine

Thomas Paine's writings have left an enduring mark on the world. They
continue to inspire and provoke debate, challenging oppressive regimes
and promoting the ideals of freedom, equality, and human rights. Paine's
legacy extends far beyond his own time, as his words have influenced
countless social and political movements throughout history.

His unwavering belief in the power of reason, the sovereignty of the people,
and the fundamental rights of all individuals has shaped the course of
human history. From the halls of government to the streets during protests,
Paine's writings continue to resonate, acting as a timeless reminder of the
indomitable spirit that drives the pursuit of a just and equitable society.

"Common Sense, Rights of Man, and Other Essential Writings of
Thomas Paine": A Must-Read Collection

This comprehensive collection of Thomas Paine's essential writings is a
must-read for anyone seeking a deeper understanding of the origins of
democracy, the principles of individual liberty, and the indomitable power of
the human spirit. Through Paine's words, readers embark on an
extraordinary journey, witnessing the birth of nations, the defense of
fundamental rights, and the ongoing struggle for a better world.



Whether you are a student of history, a political enthusiast, or simply a
curious mind seeking wisdom, this collection offers a profound and
enlightening literary experience. Immerse yourself in the timeless insights
of Thomas Paine, and discover the transformative power of ideas that
shaped the course of human history.
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= Additional Steps By Regulators Could Better
Protect Consumers And Aid

The financial services industry is constantly evolving, and with it, the risks
to consumers. Regulators have a critical role...
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g Trade Unions and Sustainable Democracy in
e Africa: A Routledge Revival

Trade unions have played a vital role in the development of democracy in
Africa. They have fought for workers' rights, social justice, and...
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